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NEW LAWSAFFECT CALIFORNIA MOTORISTS

SACRAMENTO —Several new lawswill gointo effect Jan. 1, 2000 that will make changesin the
CaliforniaVehicle Code, accor ding to Califor niaHighway Patrol Commissioner Dwight (Spike)
Helmick.

“Of particular interest tomotoristsarelawswhich will modify the school busred light law, allow
motoriststo pull off theroad in non-injury collisonsand make per manent the pr oof-of-insurance
requirements,” Helmick said.

Here'sabrief look at what haschanged:

School busred light law (AB 1573-Strom-M ar tin) expandsthe exemptionsto therequirement that
school busdriversactivatethevehicle'sred light every timea pupil entersor exitsthebus. The
exemptionsinclude: (1) alegally parked school bus (2) adisabled bus(3) pupilsrequiringassis-
tanceareboarding (4) anicy or snowy roadway (5) busiscompletely off themain roadway.

Inaddition, thelegidation clarifiesthat motor vehicledriversneed not stop for the school busred
lightsif themotoristsaredriving on theoppositeside of adivided or multiple-lane highway.

Property damage collisions (SB 681-Speier) clarifiesexisting law that allowsmotoristswhoare
involved in property-damage-only collisionsto pull off theroad and out of thetr affic laneswithout
waiting for law enfor cement toarrive. Themeasureisexpected to combat traffic congestion.

Pr oof of insurance (SB 652-Speier) makes per manent therequirement that vehicleownershave
proof of insurancebeforethey can register their vehicles. Theprovisionswer e set to expireJan. 1,
2000. Themeasurealsorequiresthat proof be provided on an insurance company form. Formerly,
motoristscould carry handwritten documents.

Other new lawsinclude:

Commercial vehicles(AB 1650-OmnibusTransportation Bill) beefsup penaltiesfor truck drivers
who evade alaw enfor cement officer. A first offense would beayear’slicenserevocation and a
second would mean per manent revocation. Also, truckersdrivingmorethan 15 mph over the speed
[imit will beguilty of amisdemeanor considered a*“ seriousviolation” subject toa60to 120-day
driving prohibition.
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Farm labor vehicles (AB555-Reyes/AB 1165-Flores) must be equipped with safety beltsfor every
passenger. Headlightsarerequired toturned on at all timeson theroad. Vehicleswill beinspected
yearly and certified asroad worthy. Thepublic may report mechanical and movingviolationstoa
hotline, 1-800-TELL-CHP.

M otorized scooter s (SB 441-Chesbro) addsa category of vehicleto Califor nia Vehicle Code of
“motorized scooter”. Thestatuterequiresthat thedriver must be 16, although thedriver doesn’t
need tobelicensed. A motorized scooter must follow all lawsthat apply to bicycles.

L ow speed vehicles (SB 186-Costa) definesa low-speed vehicle asoneweighing under 1,800
poundsand incapable of speedsover 25 mph. Low speed vehiclesmust beregistered and are
restricted toroadwayswith speed limitsof 35 mph or less.

L ow emission vehicles(AB 71-Cuneen) allowsmotoristsdrivingelectricand natural gasvehiclesto
drivein theHigh Occupancy Vehicle(HOV) laneswithout regard to number of passengers. An
identifying sticker designating such vehicleswill beavailableat the DM V.

Hand signals (SB 532 OmnibusBill) outlawsthe use of hand signalstoindicateastop or aturn
unlessthevehicleisnot equipped with signalsor thesignalsdon’t work.

Doublefinezones (SB155-K night) addsthreedouble-finezonesto existing zonescreated toreduce
crasheson especially dangeroushighways. Thezonesinclude State Route 138 between Avenue T
and Pear blossom Highway and theinter section with [-15; US 101 between Boronda Road and the
San Benito-Monterey County line; and State Route 152 between the State Route 156 junction and
the Ferguson Road inter section.
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